
SELECT BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 – 5:00 PM 

1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire  
 
 
New Business 
Press Release for Listening Session on Policing and Racial Justice (event begins at 6:30 PM) 
Vote to Approve 2020 Social Services Funding Requests 
 
Old Business 
Vote to Approve the Select Board Meeting Minutes of May 19th and June 2, 2020 
 
Other Business 
 
Consent Agenda 
Correspondence: 
Reply to the Cobbs re: Property Taxes 
Letter from Xfinity re: Service Changes 
 
Building Permits: 
BP20-52; 305 Union Street; Spitzfaden; Plumbing 
BP20-61; 90 Bogle Road; Taylor; Garage 
BP20-62; 199 Upland Farm Road; Gasser; ADU reno 
BP20-63; 109 General Miller Road; Nadeau; Solar 
BP20-64; 40 General Miller Road; Foley; Deck 
BP20-65; 9 Glen Drive; King; SFR 
BP20-66; 50 Summer Street; Vann; Reno 
BP20-67;1 River Street; King; Deck 
BP20-68; 241 Carley Road; Mathewson; SFR 
BP20-70; 28 Granite Street; Rourke; Pool 
 
Demolition Permits: 
DP20-4; 2 Concord Street; Town of Peterborough; Library Demo 
DP20-5; 75 Hunt Road; Bolt Garage Demo 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 



Press Release 

For Immediate Release 

June 18, 2020 

Contact:  Nicole MacStay, Deputy Town Administrator 

603-924-8000 

 

PETERBOROUGH ANNOUNCES LISTENING SESSION ON POLICING AND RACIAL JUSTICE 

The recent incidents of racial violence in our country have given rise to protests demanding 
equal justice for people of color in communities across the globe.  Hundreds of Peterborough 
residents have joined protests for the last several weeks and dozens have signed their names to 
a letter earlier this month, asking for more transparency in our policing.  Calls have also been 
made for an examination of the role of local police departments, and the reallocation of funds 
that more appropriately address community mental health needs that are often at the heart of 
calls for help. 

To hear from the community and inform a thoughtful response going forward, the Town of 
Peterborough will hold a Community Listening Session on Tuesday, June 23, 2020, 6:30-8:30pm. 
Those interested in participating can log in to the meeting using the video conferencing app Zoom 
or by telephone. The session will be live streamed on Facebook and on Channel 22. Facilitators 
Karen Hatcher and Nicole MacStay will be joined by Chief Scott Guinard of the Peterborough 
Police Department and Chief Ed Walker of Peterborough Fire and Rescue. 

To access the meeting, go to www.zoom.us or dial 929-205-6099. Use the webinar ID: 811 4214 
6933. Once the forum is open for public participation, callers may press *9 to comment or ask 
questions. Those logged in on Zoom can use the "raise your hand" feature to indicate a desire 
to speak. You will then be recognized by the host. Questions or comments may also be emailed 
in advance to community@peterboroughnh.gov. 

The information gathered during this session will be used to help prioritize a coordinated effort 
to address concerns.  

### 

 

mailto:community@peterboroughnh.gov
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Town of Peterborough 
Guidelines for Municipal Appropriations to Social Service Agencies 

 
 
Purpose 
Given the impact of state and federal funding reductions and relationship of current economic 
conditions to the community’s ability to continue or increase its level of personal charitable 
giving, the Town has seen an increase in the number of requests and dollars requested by social 
service agencies which provide a variety of services to Peterborough and other residents in the 
region. As this activity has picked up, so has the need for a clear, well-defined policy to guide 
the budget allocation of the Town’s limited resources. 
 
General Concept 
As an underlying principle, the Town of Peterborough is prohibited from appropriating funds to 
make general charitable donations to deserving non-profit organizations. Opinion of the Justices, 
88 N.H. 484 (1937) requires a ‘quid pro quo’ in that Town funds cannot be granted to a private 
organization unless that private organization takes on some obligation to benefit the Town; and, 
further, that the Town has some ability to enforce and obtain that benefit for the public. The 
decision regarding if and to whom Peterborough residents want to make charitable donations 
should be a private decision and not built into their tax rate. That said, the services provided by 
certain agencies may fill gaps in critical services that the Town of Peterborough would be 
obligated to provide through welfare or other general assistance laws if these agencies did not 
provide such relief. 
 
Policy Statement 
Municipal appropriations to social service agencies will be awarded because there has been a 
clear demonstration that the agency provides a critical service to Peterborough residents that the 
Town would otherwise need to cover through providing these services itself, or as a municipal 
welfare function. As a broad guideline, the municipal welfare function will be defined as 
providing the basic necessities of life that an individual, for whatever reason, is unable to pay 
for. 
 
To demonstrate their eligibility for a municipal appropriation from the Town of Peterborough, 
requesting agencies will be required as a critical component of the application form:  to address 
in a 1-2 page narrative that they meet all of the following 5 criteria – 
 

1. The agency serves a core group of Peterborough residents; 
2. The agency provides a service that the Town of Peterborough would otherwise be 

obligated to provide either directly as a Town service or would need to pay for through its 
municipal welfare function; 

3. The services provided by the agency directly or indirectly reduce Town expenditures; 
4. The agency must clearly demonstrate a financial need; and 
5. The services provided by the agency demonstrably enhance the quality of life in the 

Peterborough community. 
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Proposed Municipal Funding Application Process 

• Those agencies who are currently receiving municipal appropriations and any other agencies 
requesting information on securing a municipal appropriation will receive the current 
application form no later than mid-November. A copy of this form is attached. 

• A completed funding application form must be submitted by the agency no later than the 
deadline. Agencies submitting late or incomplete funding applications will not be considered 
as part of the Municipal Funding Application Process (regardless of when their request to be 
considered and/or an application form was received). 

• Regardless of previous history of funding or non-funding, an application will be required of 
all agencies seeking funding in a particular budget year, and each application will be 
reviewed carefully each year. 

• Town staff will make an initial determination as to whether the agency satisfies the 5 criteria 
necessary to be eligible for a municipal appropriation. If yes, Town staff will include the 
agency’s funding request into the proposed municipal budget. If no, the request will not be 
factored into the proposed municipal budget presented to the Select Board.  

• All social service agency funding applications in their entirety will be presented to the Select 
Board as supplementary information. Agencies will be discouraged from sharing information 
not specifically requested in the application form such as glossy brochures, informational 
pamphlets, etc.; if received, these items will not be made part of the supplementary budget 
information provided to the Select Board. 

• Representatives from all of the social service agencies requesting funding may attend the 
appropriate Public Meeting where the Human Services proposed budget will be discussed. 

• The Select Board will determine what agencies are clearly serving Peterborough residents 
and satisfy all of the 5 criteria; the requests of these agencies will be included in the proposed 
budget to go before Town Meeting. 

• If the Select Board determine that a requesting agency does not meet the required criteria and 
denies its funding request, the agency has the option of pursuing a municipal appropriation 
through securing signatures of 25 registered Peterborough voters for a petitioned warrant 
article on the Town Meeting warrant. 



 
 

MEMO 
 
 
To:  Select Board 
From: Nicole MacStay   
Date: June 19, 2020 
RE: 2020 Social Services Funding Applications 
 
The FY 2020 Human Services budget includes $30,000 for the support of social services agencies that 
provide a critical service to Peterborough residents that the Town would otherwise need to cover through 
providing these services itself, or as a municipal welfare function.  These agencies are required to complete 
an application each year to demonstrate their eligibility.  There were no new agencies that requested 
assistance this year.  
 
In 2019 the Town made contributions as follows: 

Community Volunteer Transportation Company   $1,500.00 
Home Healthcare Hospice and Community Services  $10,000.00 
Monadnock Center for Violence Prevention   $2,417.00 
Monadnock Family Services     $7,855.00 
The River Center      $3,500.00 
Saint Joseph’s Community Services (Meals on Wheels)  $3,200.00 
Child Advocacy Center of Monadnock Region   $1,000.00 
 
Total:        $29,472.00 

 
This year applications were received from the following agencies: 

Community Volunteer Transportation Company   $1,500.00 
Home Healthcare Hospice and Community Services  $10,000.00 
Monadnock Family Services     $7,855.00 
The River Center      $3,500.00 
Saint Joseph’s Community Services (Meals on Wheels)  $2,550.00 
Child Advocacy Center of Monadnock Region   $1,000.00 
ConVal End 68 Hours of Hunger    $750.00 
 
 
Total Requests:      $27,155.00 

 

 TOWN OF 

PETERBOROUGH 
ADMINISTRATION 

1 Grove Street 
Peterborough, NH  03458 
Office: (603) 924-8000 x.101 
Fax: (603) 924-8001 
Web:  www.townofpeterborough.com 
 
 
 

 

http://www.townofpeterborough.com/
http://www.townofpeterborough.com/
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MINUTES 
SELECT BOARD 

TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020 – 5:00 PM 

1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 

Present: Tyler Ward, Karen Hatcher, Bill Taylor 
Also Present: Rodney Bartlett, Nicole MacStay, Chief Ed Walker, Alison Kreutz 
      
 
Chair Ward opened the meeting, conducted via Zoom web conference, at 5:00 PM. The meeting was 
broadcast live on USTREAM, Facebook Live, and Channel 22 (Comcast).  
 
Recreation Director Lisa Koziell-Betz - Summer Recreation Plan  
Cunningham Pond 
Ms. Koziell-Betz said though some facilities had closed, Cunningham Pond was open initially but had to be 
closed due to overcrowding and vandalism. She proposed re-opening Cunningham Pond on June 1st. Access 
would be very limited, and Rec would have to forgo the usual sticker system and go instead by a reservation 
system. There would be two time slots; one mid-morning and one afternoon. 10 cars would be allowed in the 
lot. To make the initial reservation, those interested would have to pay an $8 fee, but if they showed up for 
their reservation, all but $1.00 would be refunded to them within 3 business days. If someone was not able to 
make their reservation because they were feeling unwell, all $8 would be refunded. Extra staff will be needed 
to maintain sanitation standards: “It will be cumbersome.” Ms. Koziell-Betz said emphasized that this is 
something the Town has never done before and “we’re going to have to adapt as we go.” She said the 
reservation system will have to apply to fisherman and dog-owners for the moment as well. 
 
Ms. Hatcher asked what the plan is for checking people in and screening visitors. Ms. Koziell-Betz said she 
and Mr. Kohlmorgen were planning on having an adult there “90% of the time,” because the new protocol 
would put a lot of pressure for teenage staff. All staff would be screened, and would be asked to verbally 
screen visitors as they arrive for their reservation.  
 
Ms. Hatcher said the guidelines stipulate that visitors will have to bring their own toys and life jackets. Ms. 
Koziell-Betz confirmed, and said that measure will help simplify sterilization procedures.  
 
Chair Ward asked if lifeguards will be present. Ms. Koziell-Betz said she was hoping so, but it all comes down 
to PPE precautions.   
 
Ms. Hatcher said she had seen the raft will not be out, and Ms. Koziell-Betz confirmed, stating that it 
wouldn’t be possible to for people to maintain six feet of distance on the raft.  
 
Via Facebook, Christopher DiLoreto asked if there would be a charge for every visit to the pond. It was 
reiterated that $7 of the $8 would be refunded. The charge is ultimately one dollar for the folks who honor 
their reservation.  
 
Via Facebook, Denise Zimmer asked if there were any limits on reservations. Ms. Koziell-Betz said at the 
moment there were no limits, but they were still ironing out the details.  
 
Via Facebook, Helen Fairman asked if the 10-car maximum in upper parking lot included boat launch as 
well? Ms. Koziell-Betz confirmed, and said it the 10-car rule applied to the whole facility. 
 
Jeanne Dietsch asked if there could be more time slots, perhaps for 2 hours each? Ms. Koziell-Betz said that 
was discussed initially, but there was a huge staff constraint and workload related to increasing the number of 
slots. Even with the current proposed system, Rec would have to handle 20 reservations a day, potentially 
refunding all of them, 7 days a week.  
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Ms. Hatcher suggested reevaluating later in the summer. Ms. Koziell-Betz said yes, the system is “very fluid” 
and will probably change.  
 
Chief Walker said these decisions are based on the Stay at Home 2.0 guidelines; “It’s been a juggling act.” 
Social distancing, managing screening questions, and sanitization is a lot to handle.  
 
Ms. Hatcher said, “we’re asking people to be patient.” Mr. Taylor added he thought Rec was going “above 
and beyond” to open the Pond. 
 
Via Facebook, it was asked if people could make reservations by phone. Ms. Koziell-Betz said yes, people can 
call the office for a reservation.  
 
Chair Ward thanked the Rec Department staff and Rec Committee for all their hard work to figure out these 
details.  
 
Summer Playground Programs 
Regarding summer playground programs, Ms. Koziell-Betz said Rec is “running out of time to make a 
decision.” She recommended putting the programs “on pause,” and the delay or cancelation of the first 4 
weeks for the Playground Program and Summer Teen Challenge, which usually runs from June 20th to August 
14th.  She said the Playground Program is a youth program, not a daycare, and CDC guidelines for youth 
programs and camps were not released until last Thursday. Ms. Koziell-Betz displayed the received guidelines. 
Upon review, it was clear that the programs would be a big risk for summer staff to take on. She said that, 
rather than canceling programs for the whole summer “which would be very sad,” she wants to see what the 
governor has to say later in the season, and plan for July 20th. There could be smaller incremental programs or 
alternatives put in place, and so Rec could focus on that “instead of spinning our wheels all the time.” She 
acknowledged the need to give parents an answer so they could make alternate plans.  
 
Ms. Koziell-Betz added that there have been a lot of people on the playground, and “sometimes need 
supersedes rationality.” 
 
Ms. Hatcher said as many folks have not returned to work yet, there are guidelines that have not been 
determined yet on a state-wide level, so waiting for guidance makes sense, and parents can make other 
arrangements as needed.  
 
Ms. Koziell-Betz said that refunds for the first session of Summer Teen Challenge would be issued, as was 
the case for Playground Program for those who signed up for the first half of the summer. Rec would contact 
those who signed up for the whole summer to see if they would like a refund for the first half only or for the 
whole summer.   
 
Ms. Hatcher asked how this has impacted Rec’s ability to staff for the summer. Ms. Koziell-Betz answered 
that it has been very difficult, as many past seasonal staffers have found other work.   
 
Chair Ward said there have been people of all ages using the pump track. Ms. Koziell-Betz agreed. She said 
it’s exciting, though she’s been concerned about group gatherings, “but so far, so good.”  
 
Ms. MacStay asked Ms. Koziell-Betz to list the Rec facilities that are available for use. She replied that the 
tennis courts, skate park, fields, and pump track are all open, and Cunningham Pond would hopefully be 
open on June 1st. She asked that people honor social distancing and monitor their group sizes. She also 
stressed that those facilities are not sanitized, so people should take precautions.  
 
Mr. Taylor asked for confirmation that the pool would not be open. Ms. Koziell-Betz confirmed. Ms. 
MacStay added that the pool was scheduled for maintenance work, so it would have been closed the first half 
of the season anyway.  
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The Select Board thanked Ms. Koziell-Betz for her leadership and hard work.  
 
Chief Ed Walker - Update on COVID-19/Restaurant Reopenings 
Chief Walker said regular meetings with long-term care facilities continue. He shared that MCH has ramped 
up testing, and Rivermead opted to test 100% of their residents and staff (results are not yet known), after the 
State offered support for testing.  
 
Stay at Home 2.0 has granted restaurants the ability for on-premise outdoor dining if they met certain criteria.   
The Town created a committee to oversee this process. The EDA reached out to restaurants to see who 
would be interested. An application was created that was consistent with other applications throughout the 
state. As of today, there ten venues in town that have taken advantage. The committee has been doing a good 
job to make sure proper precautions are in place. As of yesterday, the City of Portsmouth has only had eight 
establishments take advantage of their program, so it’s exciting and speaks well for our community to have 
such involvement.  
 
Chair Ward said Beepa & Lulu’s is evaluating their ability to reopen as well. Chief Walker said the owners are 
looking at long-term outdoor seating, “which is different from the process we’re in now.” 
 
Ms. Hatcher added that every restaurant offering full-service outdoors is required to take reservations, and 
many establishments have been updating their websites with reservation options and information. 
 
Chair Ward said Roy Schlieben at MAxT Makerspace has been 3-D printing and assembling PPE for the 
hospital and other facilities, and he has an extra 500 face shields available. Mr. Schlieben wanted to know if 
restaurants would like them for their staff. Chair Ward suggested restaurant owners that are interested reach 
out to Ms. Hatcher or MAxT. Chief Walker added that there is state-offered access to PPE for businesses 
who are looking to reopen.  
 
Mr. Taylor said the process to get restaurants open for outdoor seating came together really fast.  
 
Ms. Hatcher said we are taking close note of the funds that are available from the State and working hard to 
get the word out about those opportunities, so everyone has access to that information. The Small Business 
Development Council is offering a lot of valuable resources for small businesses and nonprofits.  
 
Town Administrator Rodney Bartlett  
Authorization to Apply for GOFERR Grant 
Mr. Bartlett explained that ‘GOFERR’ stands for Governor’s Office for Relief and Recovery. He asked the 
Board to authorize him to sign off on an application for a grant in the amount of $158,000, which would 
reimburse the Town for costs incurred due to the COVID-19 crisis, including FMLA, sick leave, and supplies 
bought. Some of the funds can offset the FEMA balance.  
Ms. MacStay said the potential grant amount is up to $158,246.00. The first reimbursement application is due 
June 1st, another is due in July, and the final application is due in August, at which point the Governor will 
reassess and see what remaining funds are available. The funds would help reimburse some costs from 
welfare, as well as other items there has been concerned about: “It will be incredibly helpful.” 
 
Motion: Ms. Hatcher made a motion to authorize Mr. Bartlett to apply for the GOFERR Grant. 
Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Authorization to Amend Church Street Easements 
Mr. Bartlett explained there are road & sewer easements that are in the process of finalization so they can 
apply to the Board for acceptance of Church Street as a town road. Town Attorney John Rattigan is working 
with the attorney representing the Church Street group. 
 
Chair Ward asked if the easements are just for the completed houses, or if it applies to houses that will be 
built as well. Mr. Bartlett said it’s for all of the houses that will be built, and includes the Church, which is 
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already on town sewer. Chair Ward asked for confirmation that the density would cover the cost of putting in 
the infrastructure, and Mr. Bartlett confirmed.  
 
Motion: Mr. Taylor made a motion to authorize Mr, Bartlett to apply for the GOFERR Grant 
Vote: Ms. Hatcher seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Authorization to Sign Commitment Letter from People’s United Bank-$800,000 Bond Anticipation Note/Non-Revolving 
Letter of Credit, for the Main St. Bridge and Route 202 Projects 
Mr. Bartlett explained next request for authorization is for a letter from People’s Bank for non-revolving 
letter of credit for Main Street Bridge and Route 202 Project. In the original agreement, the Town committed 
to manage the Route 202 project, as that was the only way NHDOT said they would move forward with that 
part of the project. We are going through the costs, will pay the bill and be refunded in 30 days. Also in 
negotiations to get reimbursed from NHDOT for interest costs.  
 
Motion: Ms. Hatcher made a motion to authorize Mr, Bartlett to sign Commitment Letter from People’s 
United Bank-$800,000 Bond Anticipation Note/Non-Revolving Letter of Credit, for the Main St. Bridge and 
Route 202 Projects 
Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Project Updates 
Riverwalk Parking Lot has concrete slab in place for new bus shelter, on track to be completed by the end of 
June. 
 
Main Street Bridge Project is well underway. The pedestrian bridge is being installed and will hopefully be in 
place shortly.  
 
We have bought out Library sub-contractors’ agreements, the demolition is being scheduled and final 
contracts are bring put in place, so the Library project is moving forward.  
 
Ms. Hatcher said moving the library is a “massive undertaking,” and library staff has done an outstanding job. 
 
Chair Ward shared that the Food Pantry will be closed on Memorial Day.  
 
Review and Approval of Minutes from March 31st & April 7th, 2020 
Motion: Chair Ward made a motion to approve the Minutes of March 31st and April 7th, 2020  
Vote: Mr. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Chair Ward said the Board had received a letter from NHDOT regarding paving on Route 101 and asked 
how it would affect Peterborough. Mr. Bartlett said the letter was for coordination purposes so that Utilities 
crew can adjust everything that needs to be in relation to the project.   
 
Ms. Hatcher asked Mr. Taylor about broadband updates. Mr. Taylor said there’s a “lot that’s going into it,” 
and lot of companies are slow to move forward with projects. He said “everybody knows there are spots in 
town with miserable internet,” and he lives in one of those spots. There was a meeting last February with 
Senator Hassan and Senator Dietsch and several committee leaders. Mr. Taylor also met with president of Wi 
Valley and Director of Government Affairs for Consolidated Communications, and initially had some 
positive discussions about how to get areas connected quickly and relatively cheaply and are working on a 
program to get residents better access to internet. He shared that Unifi.net has options for broadband that 
use cell signal to boost wi-fi inside homes, and he’s heard good feedback about it. He said Senator Dietsch 
said there might be some federal funding available to help with costs, and she is working on there. He said 
there are more steps to take on the Town’s end to put out an RFP (request for proposal) for broadband 
providers. It will take more time, but what we’ve heard so far is encouraging. Consolidated has been working 
on technology to boost DSL signal on existing phone lines, so that may turn into a preliminary pilot program, 
depending on the outcome.  
 



Select Board Minutes              5/19/2020                pg. 5 of 5 
Chair Ward thanked Mr. Taylor for working on that project, and recognized that Senator Dietsch has been 
working on that issue for years.  
 
Mr. Taylor added that providers should feel “community pressure” and encouraged residents to consider 
calling providers to let them know about their challenges.  
 
Chair Ward asked about plans for Town Meeting. Ms. MacStay replied, “that is an excellent question” and 
explained that NHMA is still working with the Governor’s office to roll out policy to towns who have not yet 
held their town meetings. There’s been a lot of discussion about alternative methods; there will be a drive-
through voting trial in Conway, and Bow tried virtual town meeting model, but nothing official has come 
down yet. She said the Budget runs out on June 30th, and there are “lot of unanswered questions, but we’re 
staying on top of it.”  
 
Via Facebook, Lisa Teixeira asked if cars would be stop cars from parking at the bike path on the corner of 
Hunt Road and Summer Street. Mr. Taylor said the PD is patrolling Summer & Hunt Road regularly, and 
encouraged people to not park at the intersection. 
 
Chair Ward asked Chief Walker if he had any ideas for ways people living alone could safely connect with 
others. Chief Walker said “getting outside is good for the soul,” and said he’s seen people in open spaces 
outdoors, sitting six feet apart. Ms. Hatcher said she’s noticed people figuring out ways to be together while 
maintaining social distancing, and encouraged people to reach out to those who may be lonely or isolated.  
 
Chair Ward encouraged residents to pick up after their dogs; “It’s not a dog issue, it’s a people issue.” 
Peterborough has a leash law and pick-up law. Ms. MacStay added that when people don’t clean up after their 
animals, it is left up to town staff and Parks Committee volunteers to pick up, which isn’t fair to those “who 
already work so hard to keep the parks beautiful.”  
 
Mr. Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:11 PM. Chair Ward seconded. All in favor. Motion 
carried.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Alison Kreutz, Department Assistant 
 

PETERBOROUGH  
        SELECT BOARD: 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Tyler Ward 
 
          
        ___________________________ 
        Karen Hatcher 
 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Bill Taylor 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEM PENDING LIST 
 
 

1.  
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MINUTES 
SELECT BOARD 

TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Tuesday, June 2nd, 2020 – 5:00 PM 

1 Grove Street, Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 

Present: Tyler Ward, Karen Hatcher, Bill Taylor 
Also Present: Rodney Bartlett, Nicole MacStay, Chief Ed Walker, Alison Kreutz, Town Clerk Linda Guyette 
      
 
Chair Ward opened the meeting, conducted via Zoom web conference, at 5:00 PM. The meeting was 
broadcast live on USTREAM, Facebook Live, and Channel 22 (Comcast).  
 
Chair Ward noted that there has been good engagement via Facebook Live during meetings.  
 
Chief Ed Walker – COVID-19 Update 
We are on Day 81 since original state and federal declarations. Chief Walker said the Town has done an 
“enormous amount of work” to keep residents safe. We have applied for disaster relief programs from the 
Federal Government but many of the programs don’t cover the expenses. GOFFER Fund was established by 
the State to provide towns with the opportunity to receive funds “above and beyond” what the typical FEMA 
relief offers. We have applied for reimbursement, and including the FEMA match, we’re looking at $66,000 
total funds for reimbursement.  
 
The Weekly Dispatch went out earlier today. The Recycling Center is starting to lift restrictions. Cunningham 
Pond has opened, and the registration system is working very well. There have been discussions with Fish & 
Game about best way to sterilize boat rentals. Rec Director Lisa Betz and Rec staff are very grateful to people 
for their understanding and their patience.  
 
Governor Sununu released Stay at Home 2.0, which has industry-specific guidance. There have been many 
questions about restaurants and retail establishments. Almost all restaurant venues in Town will be open to 
some capacity over the next few weeks. All staff in retail outlets are required to have a cloth mask. Restaurant 
staff who are interacting with the public (servers, bartenders, hosts/hostesses, etc.) are required to be wearing 
a mask.  
 
Chief Walker said that hurricane season has started, but “all in all, things are going very well.” 
 
Ms. Hatcher said there are 14 approved restaurants and 3 applications pending. There are just a few 
establishments in Town that haven’t applied. Ms. Hatcher thanked the Chief and his staff for their work.  
 
Chair Ward said it was exciting “that restaurants are getting back to it.” 
 
Mr. Taylor said everyone he’s talked to has said it was an “excellent process and everybody was great to deal 
with.” He recognized the efforts of Chief Walker and Code Enforcement Officer Tim Herlihy.  
 
Via Facebook, Bill Kennedy gave “kudos” to those who put out the Weekly Dispatch. 
 
Via Facebook. Chris DiLoreto asked the Chief what his “hurricane plan” is. Chief Walker said Peterborough 
is inland enough that it should only have to be a tropical storm plan, but it is a big concern in other areas of 
the county. 
 
Discussion of Holding 2020 Town Meeting via Alternative Process  
Ms. MacStay said that back in March, all the items typically discussed in Open Town Meeting were moved 
onto the ballot.  As there were no bond issues this year, that simplified things. Both Deliberative and Ballot 
sessions had to be moved out. The Governor has indicated he will not be lifting the ban on gatherings of ten 
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or more people in the near future. Town Attorney John Rattigan has been working with the Attorney 
General’s office and Secretary of State’s office to try to get us a structure we can work with. We have come 
up with an amended version of SB2 style-vote, like the Bow school district did. Essentially, every article 
would be moved to the ballot with a single vote: There will be a question to ask voters if they are willing to 
vote without a debate. If that vote passed, it would move every other question at the same time to a vote. If it 
fails, we will then have to look at other models and options. Ballot vote would be July 14th. There would be a 
virtual Information Session held on June 16th, providing plenty of time for residents to ask questions and 
receive answers before the vote. Questions could be submitted via phone, email, or Facebook message, and 
answers would be published. 
 
We are also looking at making absentee ballots widely available. Request form can be submitted to the Town 
Clerk, who would then issue an absentee ballot. Regular in-person voting would happen at the Community 
Center.  
 
Ms. MacStay pulled up a floor plan of the Community Center and explained how flow of people would be 
controlled. She noted the entrance and exit will be separate.  
 
Ms. Hatcher asked what deadline was for submitting absentee ballot. Ms. Guyette said the last day to apply in 
person is the day before the election, which would be July 13th, and they would need to fill it out and return it 
that day. Absentee ballots received via mail by 5:00 PM on election day are also valid.   
 
Mr. Taylor said people who are interested should care take of that sooner rather than later. 
 
Ms. Guyette said copies of the form have been given to local nursing and retirement homes who have 
requested them. 
 
Via Facebook, Emma Torsey asked about the average attendance for Town Meeting. Ms. Guyette said for 
ballot voting it was 1,500 at most, and for Open Session it was usually not more than a few hundred. 
 
Via Facebook, Carol Nelson asked if voting could be moved to the high school, which would have more 
space. Ms. MacStay said we are trying to avoid changes that may confuse voters, and the Community Center 
should offer adequate space. Ms. Hatcher emphasized that absentee voting is the easiest solution.  
 
Ms. MacStay said the Supervisors of the Checklist will be there day-of to help people who need to register to 
vote. It would be helpful if people could register ahead of time.  
 
Ms. Hatcher said masks should be worn by people who come to the Community Center to vote. Chief 
Walker said yes, all the guidelines that apply to retail businesses would apply to the voting procedure. He said 
he would look into having masks available.  
 
Via Facebook, Carol Nelson asked what the plan was in the case of inclement weather. It was explained that 
rain would not be reason to cancel or delay the vote: “Come with an umbrella.”  
 
Via Facebook, Bill Kennedy asked for more details about the Info Session in June, and asked if amendments 
would be taken. Ms. MacStay explained that the voting plan would be explained, and amendments would not 
be taken, as that would require a Deliberative Session. All articles will be reviewed in detail, and there will be 
plenty of opportunities to ask questions. It will be posted on Facebook, Ustream, and the Town YouTube 
page.  
 
Ms. Hatcher said it sounded like a good plan: “We just all have to our best, and I thank you all for doing 
that.” 
 
Via Facebook, Kate Coon asked if those absentee ballot application forms could be available at public places, 
as the League of Women voters wants to make sure they are widely available.  It was explained that would be 
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challenging as many public buildings are closed. Chief Walker said people could access the forms at home 
online and print it.   
 
Bill Kennedy asked about petition warrant articles. Ms. MacStay said the window for submitting petition 
warrant articles have passed, and petition articles and can’t be amended.  She explained that virtual meeting 
platform was not conducive to the voter check-in needed for the amendment process, which “is one of the 
reasons we’re doing it this way.”  
 
Ms. Hatcher said it was good there weren’t any big ticket items on the ballot this year.  
 
Mr. Taylor asked if people could register with Ms. Guyette leading up to voting. She said yes, and explained 
the process for voter registration.  
 
Mr. Taylor said it was desperate times, and “we just gotta do what we can do.” 
 
Mr. Ward asked if candidates for office could be outside holding signage, as long as they maintained distance. 
Ms. MacStay confirmed.  
 
Ms. Guyette said she was concerned that the walkway would be too narrow to accommodate what was 
needed. Ms. MacStay said Mr. Bartlett was working on a detailed sketch, and voter sign-in lines would be 
prior to the walkway to the door.  
 
Mr. Taylor said the police might need to assist in directing traffic.  
 
Ms. Guyette said she would collaborate with Town staff on the best way to organize the Community Center.  
 
Review and Approval of Minutes of April 21st & May 5th, 2020 
Motion:  Ms. Hatcher made a motion to approve the Minutes of April 21st & May 5th, 2020.  
Vote: Ms. Taylor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Via Facebook, Tina Kriebel asked if a large outdoor tent could be used at Ballot Session. Ms. MacStay said 
the Town does have a large tent that could potentially be used to shelter people waiting in line. Chair Ward 
added that if July is very hot, it would be a good idea to have the tent available to supply shade. 
 
Via Facebook, Bill Kennedy asked who would present the articles at the Information Session. Ms. MacStay 
said they’re still working on presentations and the petition warrant articles need to be considered. There are 3 
or 4 this year.  
 
The Select Board congratulated the Library staff, the 1833 Society, and associated organizations on the 
Library groundbreaking, which took place earlier in the day. A virtual groundbreaking video will be released 
soon.  
 
Ms. MacStay said you can see the work being done on the Main Street Bridge from the new pedestrian bridge. 
Ms. Hatcher added, “it’s a great view.”   
 
Chair Ward asked about the installation of planter boxes on the pedestrian bridge. Mr. Bartlett said that was 
being worked on. 
 
Chief Walker mentioned there will be a blood drive at the Hilltop Golf Course on Friday from noon-6:00 
PM. 120 slots out of 135 have been filled, which is impressive.  
 
Mr. Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:46 PM. Ms. Hatcher seconded. All in favor. Motion 
carried.  
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Respectfully Submitted, 
Alison Kreutz, Department Assistant 
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